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St. Matthew’s Anglican Church Profile
Palmerston North

OUR STORY

We are a church with a strong lay-led presence in our local community. Our faith nurtures us as we seek to help others and share the love we receive from God.

As an inclusive church, we encourage people to build a personal relationship with Jesus and support both parishioners and newcomers in their spiritual growth.

We are Christians who care for our community.

We treasure our Anglican identity and support our Diocese’s vision to be a transformative, loving faith community, showing that:

•	We are family
•	We are disciples
•	We care for the lost, the last, and the least

COME JOIN US

Where You’ll Find Us…

St. Matthew’s is located in the heart of Awapuni, a vibrant and diverse suburb. Our church is situated across from a bustling suburban shopping center and serves a community rich in cultural variety.

In the area, there’s one co-educational secondary school, two state primary schools, and several preschool facilities. We’re also on a reliable bus route.

Our Property

Our church property includes a hall, worship center, and full kitchen facilities. The main hall is adjoined by smaller rooms such as the Parish Office, Vicar’s Office, entry foyer, side meeting room, and Chapel. This versatile complex is available for both community and Diocesan events. Behind the church, we have a large storage shed.

The Vicarage is a spacious four-bedroom, two-story home with a deck, outdoor areas, and a beautiful garden. The home is currently tenanted by the Youth Coordinator, his family and some interns from the All Saints’ Parish.

Who We Are

Established in the early 1960s, our parish comprises two congregations, attracting people from within and beyond parish boundaries. We gather for worship:

•	Thursday morning
•	Sunday mornings at 9am (previously 8 am and 10am)

CURRENT ACTIVITIES

Christian Meditation
A small group meets weekly for meditation in the tradition of John Main. Members also participate in retreats at the Southern Star Abbey in Kopua.

Bible Study Group
A group of people meet on Tuesdays each week for reflection and discussion.
In the past, this has included Lenten and Advent Studies and watching The Chosen.

Women’s Fellowship
Affiliated with the AAW, this group of women meets monthly for fellowship and guest speakers. Members actively support the parish and the broader community in numerous ways, often behind the scenes.

Children and Young People
We recognize the need to support ministry for young people. Although we currently have no paid youth leader, dedicated parents and other volunteers ensure this ministry continues.

Plant Fair
Our main annual fundraiser, the Plant Fair, is eagerly anticipated by the local community each September/October. Planning starts in March, with full parish involvement. A portion of the funds raised supports community outreach.

Food Together (Veggie Hub)
This weekly event provides fresh, affordable fruit and vegetables to the community. Coordinated by parish and community members, veggie packs are prepared and delivered to families in need through donations.  To allow for growth, the coordination role has recently been passed on to The Salvation Army, although St Matthews remains as one of the drop off hubs in the city.

Friday Night Dinner
With Vestry support, this informal meal provides an opportunity to build friendships in a relaxed setting.

Climate Change Initiatives
St. Matthew’s has become more climate conscious. We have expanded recycling, created a community veggie garden, and partnered with “Knit Together,” collecting aluminum cans to fund wool purchases. We also collect items like plastic bread tags, bottle tops, and used pens to raise funds for charities.

Starlight
Launched in 2009 by two parishioners, this initiative provides Christmas gifts for patients in Ward 21 (Mental Health Unit). Now overseen by Rotary, St. Matthew’s remains involved in this community outreach, delivering gifts to various organizations.

Operation Christmas Child
St. Matthew’s has actively participated in the Operation Christmas Child program, filling over 200 shoeboxes. This effort allows us to bring global mission work closer to home.

OUTWARDS LOCAL

Our church hosts various community groups, including:

•	Twinkle Toes preschool music and dance program
•	Indian Orthodox Church
•	Samoan Independant Seventh Day Adventist Church
•	Cursillo

We also support other local initiatives:

•	Weekly donations to the Food Bank as part of our worship
•	Membership on the Board of ACROSS
•	Membership in the PN Anglican Trust for Children
•	Involvement with the Awesome Awapuni Committee
•	Service Award presentation at Awatapu College
•	Support for local schools

PREVIOUS ACTIVITIES (Under Review)

Prayer Meetings
A small group meets on Thursday evenings to pray for church growth, support members, and encourage community outreach.

Men’s Group
This bi-monthly group allows men to share life experiences and explore how their faith impacts daily life over a Saturday breakfast.

OUR NEXT LEADER

The people of St. Matthew’s Anglican Parish seek a Priest-in-Charge who can lead us in growing our mission of being “Christians Caring in the Community.”
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